Truly A "Year of the Snake" for Laser Therapy …. International Indexing!!!
The first Pilot Issue of Laser Therapy appeared in 1988, but Volume 1 No 1 came out for March/April, 1989, a Snake year, and 2013 (also a Snake year) will see the journal into its 22 nd Volume. We are proud and very happy to announce that our PubMed indexing is all complete. We sent off the 4 th of the 4 current issues they required and answered their final points, and we are now part of the PubMed family! Coupled with our J-STAGE indexing and online fullsearch ability with open access to full-text articles in PDF over 6 months old, available all the way back currently to Volume 4 of the journal, we believe this will boost our standing and impact factor, boost the readership and boost the number of articles we receive for publication, thereby further increasing the quality of the journal. Furthermore, I am also happy to announce that Laser Therapy has succeeded in its application to be indexed on EmBase, the European online electronic indexing service of Excerpta Medica, so now that we have both PubMed and EmBase indexing, the journal and its authors are definitely getting someplace …. fast!
No Papers, No Journal
I hope you, our faithful reader, will share with your fellow readers your experiences with photosurgery and phototherapy, whether as basic research papers, controlled clinical studies in animal models or human subjects or even anecdotal case reports. As long as your paper meets our strict criteria for both content and most importantly, fully detailed reporting of parameters and protocols, it will be published after successfully completing the peer review process. We always have to remember that Laser Therapy is a journal, and as such we always need papers to keep it going. Our panel of reviewers has had to become more and more demanding in order to keep the standard of the journal up to par with what the referees in EmBase have demanded, and what those in PubMed will demand. Always remember that you need to follow the Notes for Contributors (http://www.jmll.co.jp/lasertherapy/jstage/pdf/notes_for_contributors.pdf): if you don't, there
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Editorial 21:4 EDITORIAL is the strong chance your paper will be returned without going out to review. Remember also we do have a paper template already in Microsoft ® Word™ format, and a step-by-step guide on how to write a paper that will at least meet the Laser Therapy style requirements (http://www.jmll.co.jp/lasertherapy/notes/notes.html).
th APALMS 2012, Taiwan, November 23 to 25
The 14 th congress of the Asian Pacific Association for Laser Medicine and Surgery (APALMS) was successfully held in Taipei, Taiwan in the last week of November, under the presidency of Professor Cheng-Jen Chang, and a report from Prof. Chang on the congress appears elswhere in this issue. The meeting, although highly successful and extremely vibrant, was a bittersweet occasion, because it was the very first APALMS not attended by the late Professor Isaac Kaplan, who, you will remember, died in August of this year. Of course, he was very sadly missed, but to our great delight his lovely wife Masha did attend, together with her grandson, Mr Gal Harel of M. Fast Medical Technologies in Israel. Masha was her usual absolutely charming self, and was in great spirits as always, despite losing her one-and-only soul mate. Isaac actually spoke to us from the grave, having already penned the Welcome Remarks to the congress, of course in rhyme, literally on his deathbed. The poem was very well presented on Isaac's behalf by Mr Harel, and it was a very poignant moment when we could pause and think that Isaac had written those words for the APALMS meeting, as usual thinking of others and not himself. At the end of the farewell party there was another emotional moment when Masha asked the author if he would please sing "Sakura, Sakura" for her and to the memory of Isaac. Very touching.
As reported in previous issues, the ILLiS Initiative successfully held its 3rd project meeting prior to the APALMS meeting in Taipei on 22 nd November. Didactic lectures on laser basis and laser safety were given by recognized experts: Prof. David Sliney, Dr. to and Prof. Penny Smalley, followed by hands-on training instructed by Prof. Narong Nimsakul and Dr. Toshio Ohshiro. Fifteen candidates were awarded their ILLiS qualification at the respective categories and grades as follows: A special meeting of the Executive Council of the ISLSM and WFSLMS was also held at the APALMS meeting, but as some of the contents of the meeting need to be finalized, this will be discussed in full, probably in the Joint Newsletter of the IALSM and WFSLMS, in the first issue of volume 22 of Laser Therapy, due out at the end of March 2013.
End Notes
Please do remember, if you or your association are planning a meeting for 2013 and beyond, bear in mind we now publish a meetings calendar, so please send us all relevant details which we will be happy to publish, of course free of charge. And finally, I would just like to thank several groups of people for contributing to the continuing success of the journal. First of all our Editorial Board, who support the aims of the journal so strongly. Next, my sincere thanks to and appreciation for the Editorial Team, who slave away all year round, but whose activities reach a frenetic level in the last month of each quarter! As I noted earlier, without authors, there could be no journal, so I take my hat off to you all who have contributed your expertise and experience to volume 22, and through the journal itself, to your colleagues in the four corners of the world. So, let's join together, in spirit, on the night of December 31 st , 2012, as we bid farewell to the auld year wherever we are, in the words of the Scots Bard Robert Burns, but sung all over the world in the language of the country: "Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind? Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and auld lang syne! For auld lang syne, my dear, for auld lang syne, We'll tak' a cup o' kindness yet, for auld lang syne!" Mrs. Ohshiro, Prof. Sliney, Prof. Smalley Dr. Ohshiro, Prof. Chang and Prof. Abitbol
